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asked whether, to his knowledge, Dr. Kitchlew was a law-abiding subject.
Mr. Gandhi said he could not say.  He did not know that.
The Bombay Chronicle, 17-6-1919
344.   SPEECH ON SWADESHI, BOMBAY*
June 17, 1919
The ideas which I used to express piecemeal since the year
1900 have been confirmed by my experience here in India. So
long as we do not bring ourselves to observe scrupulously the rule
of swadeshi, we shall not succeed in attaining swaraj. Those who
have read any book on Indian history will instantly recall that the
Dutch, the French and the British came to India for the sole pur-
pose of trade. We had no navy at that time, though of course we
had a merchant fleet. The concern of our people for dharma is evi-
dence enough that India depended entirely on her skills for de-
fending her trade. The kind of fine cloth which India produced
then no other country did, and it was this which attracted foreign
merchants to India. The tracery-work formerly done in India
was so good and artistic that it had no equal anywhere else. With
the advance of research, European scholars testify that our sciences,
and even our holy books, went abroad following the very lines
of our trade. This caught the eyes of merchants from all the three
countries and they took shiploads of wonders from India. So
wonderful were the things produced in the country in those days
that these merchants thought it profitable to carry away shiploads
of them. They also carried spices and herbs from here. This
very India which was reputed to be a prosperous country, leading
in trade, has fallen into the present plight, being obliged to import
her needs from abroad. In no other country will you find such a
state of affairs.
The chief reason, in my view, for this miserable condition is
our loss of interest in swadeshi goods, and you, too, if you but
think, will feel the same way; for you will find no country which
advanced by turning its back upon its own goods. Not many centu-
ries have passed since free trade was introduced in England; even
then, she has never permitted herself to be in the same condi-
tion in which we find ourselves [today]. The people of Australia,
New Zealand and of South Africa, of which I have personal expe-
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